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Tribute to Henrietta Szold 
Will Mark Annual Meeting 


A tribute to Henrietta Szold, dedicated to the 
100th centennial of her birth in 1860, will be the 
major feature of the 73rd Annual Meeting of the 
JPS. To be held in Philadelphia’s Warwick Hotel 
on Sunday, April 30, at 3 P.M., the meeting will 


also hear the annual 


reports of the Society’s 


major committees and elect officers for the com- 
ing year. JPS President Sol Satinsky: will preside. 


The paper on Henrietta Szold will 
delivered by her niece-in-law, 
Alexandra Lee Levin, author of THE 
SZOLDS OF LOMBARD STREET, an inti- 
mate portrait of the Szold family of 
Baltimore in the latter half of the 
19th Century, recently published by 
the Society. 

Revered throughout the world for 
her work of rescue and her leader- 
ship in the devel- 
opment of central 
institutions in 
modern Israel, 
Henrietta Szold 
sprang from a rab- 
binic household in 
a changing Ameri- 
can Jewish world, 
one of five daugh- 
ters in a home 
which challenged 


Mrs. Levin 


and molded her intellect and forceful 
personality. This background led her 
to the JPS, where she was the only 
woman among the nine scholars se- 
lected to constitute the first Publica- 
tion Committee, and where as Secre- 


tary, she launched the Society in its 
activities. 

These earlier years, proving ground 
for the work on the world’s stage 
which made Henrietta Szold one of 
America’s immortals, will be the sub- 
ject of Mrs. Levin’s paper. 

The annual meeting will be pre- 
ceded by meetings of the Publication 
Committee and Board of Trustees, 
earlier in the day. 





An Invitation: 


You are cordially invited to attend 
the 73rd Annual Meeting of the JPS 
and participate in the tribute to Hen- 
rietta Szold on the centennial of her 
birth. The meeting will be held at 
3 P.M. on Sunday, April 30, in the 
Warwick Hotel, Philadelphia. 


If you cannot attend in person, we 
urge that you do so in spirit, by re- 
mitting your membership dues now, 
as a sign of your continuing support 
for the work of the Society. 

The Officers and Trustees 
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A charming person and an excel- 
lent scholar, Dr. Pinson was deeply 
involved in the work of the JPS. He 
joined the Publication Committee in 
1949 and at once made his influence 
felt through his willingness to read 
manuscripts and advise on projects 
submitted to his judgment. Good 
sense, vast knowledge and broad in- 
terest in Jewish values made him an 
indispensable participant in the So- 
ciety’s work. 





Koppel Pinson— 1904-1961 


His volume on Dubnow: National- 
ism and History (JPS 1958) was a 
measure of his concern with the 
philosophy of Jewish life. He felt # 
that Dubnow, though of a different 
time and environment, had much to 
say to American Jews—if only they 
would listen. He put a great deal of 
thought and labor into the volume— 
both out of love; surely not for gain. 

We shall miss him in the work of 
the JPS. 








Recent Books by Other Publishers 


Three recent books, not of our pub- 
lication, are especially deserving of 
the attention of JPS members: 

First among them is the condensa- 
tion and translation by Dr. Moshe 
Greenberg of Yehezkel Kaufmann’s 
monumental work, THE RELIGION OF 
ISRAEL. This is an exceedingly impor- 
tant contribution to the history of 
the Hebrews and to the search into 
the origins of Judaism. In his original 
eight volumes in Hebrew, Dr. Kauf- 
mann strikes out on a new path, of- 
fering for the first time cogent argu- 
ments against some major assump- 
tions of the Wellhausen theory. The 
book was published by the Chicago 
University Press. 

The second we recommend is Dr. 
Robert Gordis’ A FAITH FOR MODERNS, 
published by the Bloch Publishing 
Co. It presents Judaism in terms of 
contemporary thought. It is profound, 
stimulating and, frequently, inspiring. 

The third book is Herbert Agar’s 
THE SURVIVING REMNANT, published 
by Viking. It is a report of the work 
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done by the American Joint Distribu- 
tion Committee since its organiza- 
tion at the beginning of World War 
I. The Joint’s history is the story 
of Jewish survival. The dramatic na- 
ture of the story, joined to Herbert 
Agar’s manner 


of presenting it 
makes the book at the same tin 
informative and easy to read. 





Hatanu 


We have sinned. The members of 
JPS are herewith asked for forgive- 
ness. Yet there are extenuating cir- 
cumstances. 

We refer to the delay in the ap- 
pearance of the first volume of 
Yitzhak (Fritz) Baer’s The Jews in 
Christian Spain. It was an _ extraor- 
dinarily difficult book to translate; 
this caused the first delay. At last it 
was set in type. Thereupon we, natur- 
ally, sent the galleys to the author. 

Please remember that much schol- 
arly work has been done on_ the 
subject during the years since the 
book’s appearance in Hebrew. More- 
over, our edition will be the firs 
appearance of the work in a language 
open to non-Jewish scholars. Profes- 
sor Baer is naturally anxious to make 
our edition answer all the needs of 
the moment. Hence the further delay. 

We now hope to have volume I in 
your hands by the end of July. Please 
let us hear you say Salahti. 
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BALTIMORE WELCOMES ITS OWN 


Lombard Street. Welcoming the new JPS 
book, Baltimore’s Enoch Pratt Library 
(above) and Hutzler’s Department Store 
(below) prepared these window displays. 


The girlhood and young womanhood 
of Henrietta Szold in her Baltimore 
family is the subject of Alexandra Lee 
Levin’s recently-published The Szolds of 





4 The JPS Bookmark 





Norman Bentwich Reviews Seventy-se 


Few men, no matter how full their lives, have the op- 
portunity to witness and participate in making history 
as does Norman de Mattos Bentwich: lawyer, educator, 
eminent civil servant, soldier, author. 


In his stirring autobiography, My Seventy-Seven Years 
(to be published by JPS in June), he graphically records 
his impressions of, and participation in every major event 
in Jewish life since the turn of the century. Since 1907 
he has published 20 books on international law, interna- 
tional relations, the development and birth of Israel and 
the horrors of Germany’s treatment of the Jews from the 
rise of the Third Reich to the conclusion of World War II. 





14 


Jewish soldiers from the | 
Argentina fighting in the 
the Wailing Wall in Jerus: 


These are a few excerpts from his colorful autobiog- 
raphy: 





Near East: World War I 


In the last days of 1915 I was given a 
commission as second lieutenant in the 
Camel Transport Corps. 

My years in the Camel Corps were a 
happy time a Pilgrim’s Progress, 
bringing me steadily eastwards toward 
my goal. On the stony, sandy way I was 
attended by the vision of a Palestine re- 
deemed. 

For short periods I was summoned 
for work with the Army Intelligence. In 
1917 it was to interview Aaron Aaronson, 
a Jew from Palestine who had told the 
British authorities a romantic story. He 
had left Palestine as a Turkish officer 
on a purported mission to America, been 
arrested by an English patrol and brought 
to London, where he offered his service to 
help in Palestine. I was to find out wheth- 
er his story was genuine and how he 
could give service to us. I had no doubt 
after a few hours that his one and only 
purpose was to aid Great Britain in re- 
deeming Palestine from the Turkish yoke, 
and he and his family were prepared to 
give their lives for that cause. 

The Intelligence Service for the British 
Forces, which he organized, was carried 
out by a group of devoted young persons 


in the Palestine ‘colonies,’ among A, 
Aaron’s eldest sister. When the Turks 
found a pigeon which was carrying mes- 
sages to British headquarters, they were 
led to the group and arrested the leaders. 
They used ruthless measures to elicit in- 
formation. Sarah Aaronson was tortured 
and put an end to her life lest she give 
anyone away. 

A year later, when the British Forces 
occupied Syria, Captain Alexander Aaron- 
son, brother of Aaron, found the Turkish 
doctor who had been responsible for the 
torture. The doctor was brought to trial 
in Palestine. He was convicted and served 
imprisonment in the Jerusalem jail. Aaron 
himself was killed in 1919 in an air crash 
as he flew to attend the Peace Conference 
in Paris. 


Revisit to a Concentration Camp 


From Munich we visited Dachau, the 
site of the notorious concentration camp, 
which I had seen in 1947 as an Ameri- 
can show-piece. The shooting-tower was 
still there; and by the monstrous cre- 
matorium there was a garden and a 
sculptured monument. The current Bae- 
deker guidebook on Germany mentioned 
that the cemetery two miles distant from 
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n the armies of the U.S., England, Canada and 
in the Near East during World War I, visiting 
1 Jerusalem. 

Photo courtesy Zionist Archives & Library 


a camp was well kept, and we drove 
out to it. At first we could not find it, 
but a peasant came along and told us 
that the bodies had been exhumed at the 
request of the Allied Powers of which 
the dead men were subjects. Then we 
realized that a ploughed field and a cross 
in the middle of it were the relics of the 
cemetery. We were told that every half 
year university students and scholars of 
the Bavarian schools gathered in the 
ground and read the story of Nazi in- 
famy, “Lest we forget.” 


On Jewish Leadership 


| What is most lacking is spiritual lead- 

ership. The religious genius who formed 

a group to rally and inspire traditional 

or Conservative Judaism, Solomon Schech- 
came from the Continent in the days 
y childhood, stayed in England twenty 
years, then passed to America. An Eng- 
lish-born Jewish thinker, who inspired the 
movement of Liberal or Progressive Juda- 
ism, Claude Montefiore, was a pupil of 
Schechter. The two have no successors of 
equal genius and influence. The “ortho- 
dox” Rabbinate maintains an _ almost 
fanatical intransigence towards non-con- 
formist groups, which is not in conformity 





with the current English trend toward 
religious tolerance. While the Christian 
denominations are striving to drop their 
differences, and Christians and Jews seek 
ways of cooperation, the Jewish clergy 
and lay leaders wrangle bitterly about 
points of practice and doctrine. 


The UN and Human Rights 


At the session of the Human Rights 
Commission the cold war began to cast 
its fatal spell upon humanitarian ef- 
forts. The representatives of the United 
States and United Kingdom—Mrs. Eleanor 
Roosevelt, former Chairman of the Com- 
mission and Miss Bowie, both resolute 
women and alert in debate—were subject- 
ed to a brutal attack by the spokesmen 
of the Soviet Union, and, more surpris- 
ingly, of Egypt, which then made a first 
appearance as a stalking horse. The Egyp- 
tians, it was brazenly said, were seriously 
concerned about individual liberty and 
social reform, while the Western States 
only pretended. Among the consultants 
of the non-government organizations at 
the session, Roger Baldwin of New York, 
whom I kew as an old friend and a paci- 
fist colleague of Judah Magnes in World 
War I, was the representative of the 
International League of the Rights of 
Man and a puritan of good causes, con- 
temptuous of any compromise. The right 
of petition of the individual he thought, 
to organs of the United Nations concerned 
with Human Rights, was absolute. 


The President of the Human Rights 
Commission that year, Dr. Charles Malik 
of the Lebanon, was at that time the 
Lebanese Ambassador in America and 
was later President of the Assembly of 
the United Nations. It was still possible 
to talk with leading Arabs sincerely about 
the problems of Israel and the Arab 
world. He was a serious and genuine 
person, a deeply religious Christian and 
an admirer of Judah Magnes. He believed 
in the idea of the International City of 
Jerusalem, which was proposed in the 
resolution of the United Nations Assem- 
bly about partition of Palestine. I tried 
to persuade him that project could no 
longer be realized. It must come from the 
will of the people, and not be imposed 
from above. But we were agreed that one 


(Continued on next page) 
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(Continued from previous page) 


of the main institutes of the United Na- 
tions ought to be placed in Jerusalem. 

In England the voluntary societies 
struggled to keep alive a hope and fading 
faith in the fulfillment of the principles 
of the Charter of the United Nations 
in the humanitarian field. They formed 
an organization, known as SCESWUN,-- 
(initials meaning societies connected with 
economic and social work of the United 
Nations)—of which the aim was gently 
to prod the offices of Government. We 
formed working parties of the represen- 
tatives of the English elements of the 
international societies with consultative 
status, and I was chairman of the party 
dealing with Human Rights. 

Each year, before the Human Rights 
Commission met, our Committee would 
approach the British Government offices 
with the request that the British delega- 
tion would take some positive action; 
and generally the civil servants, with 
their skill in finding difficulties for every 
solution, would point out that nothing 
could be done. 


Retribution and Compassion 

The main scene of Jewish activity ... 
in the British Zone was the Belsen 
camp. The 11,000 Jews there, half the 
floating population of the place, were a 
striking example of the will to live. The 
foul huts of the concentration camp had 
been burned down, and the Jews were 
lodged in the former barracks of the S.S. 
They were terribly crowded, their rations 
of food were meager, they had no pro- 
ductive occupation, but they were in- 
tensely alive. They had not survived six 
years of horror for nothing, and they felt 
themselves the heirs of five million 
martyrs. 

As they were workless, their activity 
was concentrated on talking: debating 
and planning. One was caught in a mael- 
strom of talk. But the dynamic will of 
the few leaders who were thrown up in 
the community, particularly of Yossel 
Rosenzaft and his wife in Belsen, was 
tremendous, a form of human atomic 
energy. The persistent demand of the 
overwhelming majority was to open the 
gates of Palestine. 

After two weeks of lecturing, I was 


suddenly diverted to observe, on behalf 
of the Anglo-Jewish community, the trial 
at Luneberg, of the S.S. officers and their 
wretched underlings who were chare@® 
with having done to death thousands 

the inmates of Belsen. Luneberg, an old 
Hansa town, had recently become famous 
as the place where German armies sur- 
rendered to Field-Marshal Montgomery, 
and where the head of the Gestapo, Him- 
mler, after his arrest, put an end to his 
life. 

The trial of the forty-eight prisoners, 
by a Military Court, assisted by a civil- 
ian Deputy-Judge-Advocate-General, was 
elaborately staged. The opening, with 
twenty minutes of flash photography, the 
shooting of a film of all the actors in 
the grim play, the rows of newspaper 
correspondents, the exhibition of another 
film, which showed the horrors of the 
camp when the British Army entered it, 
and found 15,000 unburied corpses and 
50,000 living wraiths in the hutments, 
marked the spectacular character. 2 

see 


Concessions to Press tyranny 
inevitable in our age, when Freedom 
from the Press is often the need. 


Nevertheless, a sincere effort was made 
to keep the spirit of British justice, 
to treat the accused as innocent till 
they were proved guilty, and to give 
them facilities for defense. Twelve Brit- 
ish military officers, with legal qualifi- 
cations, had been appointed, each to de- 
fend four prisoners. And they brought 
to their cause a professional zeal. When 
I arrived at the Luneberg barracks they 
buzzed around me, and plied me with 
questions, having heard that I had some 
acquaintance with international law, and 
wishing to plead legal points against the 
indictment and against the validity of 
the military jurisdiction. 

But I was not their man. I did not 
think that the law of nations would he 
those who had flouted the law of hi 
manity. Yet, listening for a week to the 
horrible story, and watching this bunch 
of gaoler men and women, most of them 
young, who were charged with outrages 
against humanity, I could not escape 
a feeling of compassion. They were, 
with few exceptions, little men and 
women who had been systematically 
debauched. 
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Welfare Fund Support for the JPS 


The Jewish Publication Society has 
filed requests for inclusion in the local 
ampaigns of every Federation and 

elfare Fund in the United States 
and Canada. We seek such allocations 
for two reasons. 

First, supplemental income is need- 
ed to bridge the gap between funds 
received from membership dues plus 
book sales as related to the costs of 
creating, producing and distributing 
our publications. Second, the stamp of 
communal approval which goes with 
inclusion in a local campaign is as 


The list is as follows: 


Alabama: Birmingham, Mobile 

Arizona: Phoenix, Tucson 

Arkansas: Little Rock 

California: Oakland, Sacramento, 

San Diego, Ventura 

ee Colorado: Denver 

Connecticut: Danbury, 
Stamford, Waterbury 

Delaware: Wilmington 

Florida: Miami Beach, Orlando, St. 
Petersburg, Sarasota, Tampa, 
West Palm Beach 

Georgia: Columbus 

Illinois: Aurora, Chicago 

Indiana: Evansville, Fort Wayne, 
Gary, Indianapolis, South Bend 

Towa: Sioux City 

Kansas: Wichita 


Hartford, 


Louisiana: Alexandria, New Or- 
leans, Shreveport 

Maine: Bangor 

Massachusetts: Boston, Holyoke, 


Lawrence, Worcester 
Michigan: Detroit, Flint, Jackson, 
® Muskegon 
Minnesota: Duluth, Minneapolis 
Missouri: St. Joseph 
New Jersey: Camden, Newark, 
Trenton, Atlantic City, Westfield 
New Mexico: Albuquerque 
New York: Binghamton, Buffalo, 
Elmira, Poughkeepsie, Roches- 
ter, Utica 


important as the money itself. 

In 1960, the JPS received $15,030 
through allocations ranging from 
$15 to $3,750 from 94 communities. 
The amount received, while repre- 
senting but 34% of our annual 
budget, is critical in helping to fi- 
nance expenditures for future publi- 
cations. 

Is your community on this list? If 
not, will you talk with your leaders 
(yourselves, in many cases) and urge 
inclusion of the JPS for a modest 
allocation from your next campaign. 


North Carolina: Charlotte 

Ohio: Akron, Cincinnati, Cleveland, 
Dayton, Springfield, Steubenville, 
Toledo, Youngstown 

Oklahoma: Oklahoma City, Tulsa 

Oregon: Portland 

Pennsylvania: Allentown, Easton, 
Erie, Norristown, Philadelphia, 
Scranton, Sharon, Wilkes-Barre 

Rhode Island: Providence, Woon- 
socket 

Tennessee: Memphis, Nashville 

Texas: Corpus Christi, Dallas, El 
Paso, Fort Worth, Houston, Tyler 

Utah: Salt Lake City 

Virginia: Norfolk, Portsmouth 

West Virginia: Charleston 

Wisconsin: Madison 

Canada: Windsor, Ont. 





New Covenant Books 


The two Covenant books scheduled 
for publication this Spring will be 
delayed till the Fall. One of these 
books is a biography of Shalom Alei- 
chem, the writing of which required 
more time than was anticipated. The 
results will no doubt justify the com- 


paratively slight delay. 
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THE JEWS OF ANCIENT ROME is one 
of the most unusual books ever pub- 
lished by the JPS. The author takes 
us—literally—underground and _ lets 
us watch him as he reconstructs Jew- 
ish life as it was lived some eighteen 
hundred years ago. 

For instead of documents, Dr. 
Harry J. Leor had as practically his 
only source material the inscriptions 
on ancient graves. The Jewish cata- 
combs of Rome still yield several hun- 
dred wholly or partly legible names 
and characterizations of the departed. 


oem 264 
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Out of this rather meager informa- 
tion, Dr. Leon succeeds in all but 
reviving the personalities of those 
there buried and those who buried 
them, the language popularly spoken 
at the time, and something of the 
Jewish community’s organization. 

is a feat of scholarship, an almost u 
paralleled exercise of historical imag- 
ination. 

The addition of photographs of a 
considerable number of these graves 
and a record of the inscriptions make 
this a valuable tool for the historian. 





